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nyone around
theBritish
Touring Car
Championship
inthe Nineties
willneedno
remindingof
the spectacledelivered during
atruly golden eraforthe
championship as manufacturers
queued up tofield works teams
with stardrivers.

It wasthe erathat brought
Gabriele Tarquini, Frank Biela,
Alain Menu, Rickard Rydell, Jo
Winkelhock and Laurent Aiello
to Britain to compete with home
grown stars like John Cleland,

Tim Harvey and David Leslie as
well as F1 aces Nigel Mansell and
Derek Warwick.

Cleland and Harvey were both on
good form when the Historic Sports
Car Clublaunched its Super Touring
seriesat Autosport International
ten daysagoand are both eagerto get
back intoatouringcar for atleast
someof theraces.

“I'dberightupfordoingitand it
would be great to bring out some of
the other old champions,” says
Cleland, BTCC champion in 1989 and
1995. Harvey, champion in 1992 after
anexplosive final race at Silverstone
when BMW team-mate Steve Soper
and Harvey’s titlerival Cleland went
outinacontroversial clash, says: “I'd
lovetodriveany of them, notjust
theonesIdroveinperiod.”

Since it wasfirst won by Jack
Sears inan Austin Westminster
back in 1958, the British Saloon
Car Championship, which evolved
into the British Touring Car
Championship for 1987, hasbeen at
theforefront of British racing. Today,
itismore popular than ever, with
huge crowds, blanket TV coverage
and, for 2013, the prospect of
overflowinggrids.

Theidea of aseriestocelebrate 30
yearsof touring cars cametoreality
last July in the Touring Car Trophy
racesatthe Silverstone Classic when
primemover Dave Jarman and his
squad fielded a40-car entry. For the
historic purists, it was asignificant
developmentascarsaslittleas13
yearsoldraced at the pinnacle of
historicracing. But it wasasuccess
and encouraged anew generation of
fansto visit the event.

Atthecoreof theseriesarethe
Super Touring Cars of the 1990s.
This wasagolden era for the tin-top
series asitenjoyed unprecedented
levels of manufacturer support,
with works teams from Vauxhall,
Audi, Toyota, BMW, Mitsubishi,
AlfaRomeo, Honda, Ford, Peugeot,
Mazda, Nissan, Volvo and Renault
all competing.

Thelegacy of those heady days was
afleetof carsthatfiltered down into
private hands and for thelast decade
some havebeenracedatclublevel in
serieslike thenow defunct Formula
Saloons and in Classic Thunder.
However, untillast July, therehad
notbeen a truly high-profile platform
forthese carsand the switch tothe
historicorclassicarenaseemsto
havebeen the best move yet.

Cleland iscertain that the seriesis
greatnews. “We’relookingat cars
thatfive or six years ago were pretty

Classic tourers will find a home
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worthless and sitting in someone’s
garage,” says the Scot, always good
valueand always with an opinion.
“It’sbitlikemany of thehistoric
cars: atone point they weren’t worth
alotof money buttoday they are
worth fortunesbecausethereisa
seriestorace inand people want
them. Ithink the Super Touring Car
serieshas gotallthelegstofly and
become somethingreally special.”
Harveyisequally sold ontheidea
and, of course, the chancetorace
againsthisold sparring partnerhas
some appeal. “Igrew up watchingthe
British Saloon Car Championship,
whether it was Bill McGovern or
Tony Dron,” said the man who is now
thevoice of the BTCC. “T'veeither
driven in or been involved in the
BTCCevery year since 1987, so
therearealotof my old carsaround.
Touringcarsissodeartomy heart
and itisfantastictoseethecarsout
thereand thatthe interest is there.”
Cleland, who hasraced several
historic cars over thelast year or two
includingaJaguar E-type, ismore
thanready for a guestdrive. “I'd be

tone event was a huge hit

right upfor doingit. It would just be
somethingelse,” hesaid. “Bringback
allthe good old boys! Back inmy day,
it was bloody good fun.”

For choice of car, Cleland does not
hesitate. “ITwould have todrivea
Vauxhall because that’s whatIspent
my life doing. It would be wrongto
arrive inaHillman Imp oran Alfa
Romeo oranythingelse,” he says.

Harvey hasawider wishlist: “Isaw
theraces atthe Silverstone Classic
lastyearandIwasanglingtogetin
my old RS500, the Labatts car, but
thatdidn’t happen. My favourite cars
were the Rover Vitesse thatIstarted
off in, the Sierra RS500and the BMW
Ms3.Inthe Super Touringera, the
Volvo was areally fantastic car. Even
thePeugeots in whichIfinished my
BTCC career.”

Cleland says that the pace of
development in thelater years of
Super Touring wasfierceand,
inevitably, thatarmsraceled tothe
end of Super Touringas spending
spiralled out of control. In2001, the
new BTC Touringregulations
were introduced tomark anew era
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of the BTCC. “Ijustlooked at my 1995
title-winning car,” says Cleland. “I
saw itafew years agoat Goodwood,
butpriortothatI’d notseenitsince
theend of the *95season. Iremember
itbeingareal bitof kitand wereally
did the business with that car. But it
wasnothingspecial in today’s terms.
There wasnofancy dash, there
wereacouple of switchesand afew
buttons. It was in thelater days in
1998,°99 and 2000 that Super Touring
becamereally technical and you
needed alaptop tostartthecar.”
Thenew series isnotjustabout
Super Touring cars. The grids will
includea gaggle of Group A Ford
Sierra RS500s and BMW M3s, Group
1Ford Capris, Group 2 Ford Escorts
and mighty Jaguar XJ12s.
“Thopethatthisseries takes off,”
says Cleland. “It’s got theright tracks
togotoandit’sgotall the pedigree.”
“Itisfantastictoseethecarsout
and for alot of people their favourite
period isthe mid ’90s Super Touring
era:itbringsback alotof fond
memories,” said Harvey. “If Igeta
chancetoraceinit,I'll bethere.”m
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 The BTCC'’s old hands were on show
el 4?'75 for the Super Touring Trophy launch

SUPERTOURING TROPHY

The new-for-2013 Super Touring Trophy will
run at four high-profile historic race meetings,
headlined by a return date at the Silverstone
Classic (July 26-28). The season starts at the
Thruxton Easter Revival (March 30/31), followed
by rounds at the Historic Super Prix at Brands
Hatch (July 13/14) and the Oulton Park Gold
Cup (August 25/26).

The classes will mirror those used at the 2012
Silverstone Classic, when 40 cars lined up to
delivertwo superb races. Classes will cover
Group 2 (1970-'73), Group 1 (1974-'83),
Group A (1983-'90) and Super Touring Cars
(1991-2000) and there will be an invitation class
for historically significant cars, including those
from the World and German Touring Car
Championships of the period. Cars will run
exactly as they did in period and will comply with
relevant period FIA regulations. The series is
restricted to genuine cars with a period history
and the planned four-event schedule is the
perfect platform for car owners.

For the series-organising club, the Historic
Sports Car Club, this represents a significant
step forward in time as the club’s portfolio.

Formore details, visit hscc.org.uk.
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